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many looked upon Franco as an intruder. Should this general
in civilian clothes be permitted to assume power and give
orders with supreme authority?
Immediately he began to notice the attempts to nullify his
orders and frustrate his plans. The air base at Leon did not
answer to his call Franco proposed the dismissal of the com-
mander of the base. Batet, in Barcelona, was remiss and
evasive. A plan had to be worked out for each garrison.
Franco needed very little advice, for he had at his mind's
command all the means of war at Spain's disposal. He mobil-
ized troops and ships. The military commander of Oviedo
reported to him that the miners had reached the vicinity of
San Lazaro and that the troops were being enclosed in the
barracks. He had constant communication with Barcelona,
and knew to the moment the steps, actions, and state of mind
of General Batet. He conferred with the leaders of the
African forces. He chose Lieutenant-Colonel Yagiie, who
was on leave In Soria, for the command, and the Colonel
went in an autogyro which landed on the beach at Gijon,
Each hour that night he won positions, isolated the in-
surrectionists, and was encircling them.
Those who were working at his side were conquered by
the optimism which always radiates from Franco. They saw
him tranquil, sure in his decisions, and infallible in his prog-
nostications. All the means to which he had recourse re-
sponded with punctuality and exactness. Committed to this
laborious task, he was surprised by the light of dawn which
beckoned with its silken fingers to the crystal decorations of
the room.
It was six o'clock in the morning. A half-hour later the
following telegram was received from Barcelona:
" Commanding officer Fourth Division to Minister of
War: At this moment, six-thirty, president of Gen&ralitat
asked that hostilities cease, surrendering unconditionally